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to Mm; and his artistic education, while curiously
erratic and short-sighted in its elementary and tech-
nical stage, was intellectually large in academic and
literary qualities, and comprehensive. It appears to
me that the telling of the story was, in his estima-
tion, the highest office of art, so that, while his draw-
ing was bad in style, his execution scrappy and
amateurish and deficient in breadth and subordina-
tion, his compositions were often masterly, fine in
conception, and harmonious in line, in the pen-and-
ink study; but the want of ensemble and the insub-
ordination of the insistent detail generally made his
work less imposing when it was on canvas than in
the first study. His habit of finishing from corner
to corner, without having the whole work broadly
laid out before him to guide him in the proper sub-
ordination of the details to the general effect, made
it impossible for him to make his pictures broad and
effective. His most successful pictures were, there-
fore, the small ones, in which the impossibility of too
much insistence on detail proved an advantage.

I shall always regard Brown as a man carried by
a youthful enthusiasm for art out of his true occupa-
tion, which was history; for his literary and scientific
tendencies and his vehement love of truth were the
larger part of his mind, and these qualities are
of secondary importance in art. He sympathized
strongly with the early phase of the pre-Eaphaelite
movement, which was what he had attempted with
less intensity himself; but when Kossetti entered
upon his true artistic development, it was only the